Critical digest 


This Week in NYC 


The award season opened 
with two sets of announcements and 
a feud, NY Drama Critics Circle 
voted All the Way Home, A Taste 
of Honey and Carnival ! as_ the 
Best American, foreign play and 
musical of the 1960-61 season, Am- 
erican Theatre Wing awarded 19 
"Tony's" for " distinguished ach- 
ievement in the theatre, '' Becket 
and Bye Bye Birdie productions , 
Elizabeth Seal, Richard Burton , 
Zero Mostel, Joan Plowright, Col- 
leen Dewhurst, Tammy Grimes , 
Martin Gabel and Dick van Dyke 
were among those honored, Spec- 
ial "honorary awards" were pre- 
sented to David Merrick and the 
Theatre Guild, 300 dues paying 
members of Wing voted on select- 
ions of five man nominating comm- 


ittee, Board member Kermit Bloom- 


garden resigned in protest to the 
award given Merrick, done without 
consulting Board of Directors, Pul- 
itizer Prize for best new play on 
American theme will be announced 
in a few weeks. 


Plays 


Becket with Laurence Oliv- 
ier as Henry Il and Arthur Kennedy 
in the title role to return to NY for 
three week run May 8 at Lyceum... 
Fiorello! moves May 9 to Broadway 
.»» Blue Star a new musical staged 
by and written by Josh Logan to be 
presented in Sept with Anne Ban - 
croft and Sydney Chaplin,..Seidman 
and Son adaptation of Elick Moll's 
novel by Moll and Michael Kanin to 
be staged by Herman Shumlin, pro- 
duced by David Merrick in Sept... 
The Bobo a new play by David Sch- 
wartz, adapted from Burt Cole's 
novel "Olympia" to be staged by 
Norman Jewison, presented by Jo- 
seph Hyman in Oct,..Sunday in NY 
a new comedy by Norman Krasna 
to be directed by Garson Kanin , 
presented by David Merrick in Sept. 
...»Man Is Man an adaptation of the 
Brecht play by Christopher Isher- 
wood to be presented in Oct by Leo 


Kerz,. 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


NYC Calendar 


Week End Theatre- One 
Sheridan Sq- 4724, Twin bill of 
"Women at the Tomb" by Michel 
de Ghelderode and "'Philoktetes" 
by George Maxim Ross presented 
by Florence Rand~Harold Steinberg 
directed by Eugene Lion, Mark Sch 
oenberg. Sat 2 40 PM, Sun ll 30AM, 
Mon 8 30 PM. 


Happy As Larry- Martin - 
que. (32nd &Broadway) 4/25, Luc- 
ille Lortel & Irish Players present 
revival of 1950 play by Donagh Mac- 
Donagh directed by Michael Clarke 
Lawrence with Helena Carroll,Der- 
mot McNamara. 


‘Young Abe Lincoln-O'Neill 
4/25. Little Golden Books presents 
60 minute children's musical for an 
indefinite run , Tues & Wed 4 PM, 
Thur & Fri 4 30 & 7 PM, Sat & Sun 
12,2 & 4 PM. 


Talent '6l- Shubert 4/25 & 
4/28 matinees. Broadway Show Lea- 
gue presents two special perform - 
ances, first devoted to musical acts, 
second to drama, 


South Pacfic-City Center 
4/26. NYC Light Opera Co presents 
three week revival, directed by John 
Fearnley with Allyn Ann McLerie, 
Myron McCormick, 


The Yeoman of the Guard- 
Greenwich Mews (141 W 13) 4/27, 
Dorothy Raedler-Stella Holt-David 
Lipsky present seven week repert- 
ory of American Savoyards, 


Playwrights 


$9150 raised at New Dram- 
atists Committee luncheon at Sardi's 
-+-Contract talks between Drama - 
tist's Guild & Leauge of NY The- 
atres to consider producers suggest- 
ions for cutting royalties, Present 
contract expires Jun l, 


Players 


Audree Rae subbing for ill 
Joan Plowright, A Taste of Honey, 


NY 17 NY 
T.M, Kraus 


Off Broadway 


Shows that closed include 
---The Mousetrap, Hobo after 17 
performances, Moby Dick after 8 
...Under the Milkwood added Thur 
2 40 matinee... Albert Quinton re- 
turned to Hamlet ..,.Muncipal Court 
charges against The Premise for 
operating without cabaret and thea- 
tre licenses postponed until May 2 
and Apr 29, 


Strollers Theatre Club, 
154 E 54 opens in Jun-with Time , 
Gentlemen Please English music 
hall bill of material by and with 
London's Players Theatre, pro - 
duced by John Krinsky. .. Equity 
Library Theatre to present twin- 
bill of Red Peppers and The Brown- 
ing Version May 9-14... O'Neill's 
Diff'rent to be presented in Sept 
at Actors Playhouse, directed by 
Paul Shyre. 


Drama Desk 


League of NY Theatres 
formed special committee to study 
matter of the " no opinion" reviews 
filed by Taubman, Times... David 
Merrick banned Casper Citron , 
WRFM(F»M) critic, from Carnival ! 
and suggested New Yorker assign 
someone besides John McCarten, 


Broadway Business 


Variety reported grosses 
dropped on all shows following the 
holiday with only Camelot, Mary 
Mary and Sound of Music selling 
out, 


Theatre Book Notes 


Random House to publish 
original texts of --A Far Country, 
Big Fish Little Fish, Camelot. 


Play Diary 


Next Week: The Tattooed 


Countess- Barbizon Plaza 573. ec 


The Blacks- St Marks 5/4, 


Following Week: Becket - 
Lyceum 5/8... Meet Peter Grant 
-Folksbiene- 5/8, 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Carnival !-Imperial- 3/13. 7 pro- unanimous- 
filed on new musical based on Helen Deutsch film "Lili" 
with book by Michael Stewart, music and lyrics by Bob 
Merrill, presented by David Merrick, direction and 
choreography by Gower Champion with Anna Maria Al- 
berghetti, Jerry Orbach, Kaye Ballard and Pierre Olaf, 
Five notices were raves with Times and Herald Trib - 
une both on the milder side, Chapman, News, marked 
the total effect enchanting from the moment it starts,a 
sweet and heart warming story, and an enchanting per- 
formance by Alberghetti in the spring carnival, Cole- 
man, Mirror, cheered the exciting musical hit, a de - 
light for all ages. McClain, Journal American, billed 
it as merely superb, a quite unostentatious, very taste- 
ful and enormously endearing show which justifies all 
the preliminary ballyhoo, Aston, World Telegram & 
Sun, predicted the prize winner cheering each person 
involved, Watts, Post, highlighted Champion's direct- 
ion as a distinguished achievement in wonderfully win- 
ning and thoroughly enchanting entertainment. On the 
milder pro side Taubman, Times, enjoyed the flashy, 
eye-filling and occassionally touching entertainment, 
hard and glittering it at times lacks warmth and charm, 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, also approved of proceedings 
but felt show missed slightly in that the magic of the 
characters did not increase, but stayed more or less 
in the same shadows. 


Gallows Humor- Gramercy Arts ( 138 E 27 ) 
4/18. 6 pro-Times, Herald Tribune, News, Post, Jour- 
nal American, World Telegram & Sun- filed on new 
Jack Richardson play presented by Theatre 1961, dir- 
ected by George Sherman with Julie Bovasso, Gerald 
Hiken, Vincent Gardenia, Three- Herald Tribune, Post, 
Journal American- felt two playlets were not up to 
the author's first Off Broadway play The Prodigal , 
but all agreed Richardson is an important new writer. 
Cast, direction and production applauded by all aisle- 
sitters as top drawer. Taubman, Times, enjoyed im- 
aginative staging unfaltering performances and script 
of literacy and bubbling comic sense, though it did not 
contain deep or original conclusions. Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, found ic surprising and gratifying that author 
finds so much comedy in defeatest material, Only thing 
wrong, Herald Tribune man felt was that author may 
have fallen into routine of being routine; while some 
of the actors tend to slur their words at times, Davis, 
News, evening of dry good humor with cast and director 
in excellent form, Watts, Post, labeled play a curious in- 
terlude in Richardson's career done with skill with three 
excellent players, Watts can't help but feel Richardson is 
showing off that he can write ironic satirical comment 
like Edward Albee, McClain, Journal American, enjoyed 
provoking, well acted evening of two small plays that sus- 
tain the promise of the author, Aston, WTS, raved for 
the invigorating experience for adults, written as raw 
sirloin steak dowsed in Tabasco sauce, pla’ing a delight, 
‘directed with saturine appreciation. 


The Littlest Tailor- Cricket- 4/16 Final pro- 
duction of season of children's repertory presented by 
Blanche Marvin recommended by Waring, Herald Trib- 
une. Her guests, age 6 and 8, liked musical, but had 
many questions on the actual fairy tale that are not 
answered in the script itself, From an adult viewpoint 
fault with this and previous productions is a misguided 
and pretentious grasping for the bizarre, critic stated, 
Fairy tales are done in various theatre styles in an eff- 
ort to introduce youngsters to foreign theatre, 


The Seven at Dawn- Actors Playhouse ( 100- 7th 
Ave South . 3 pros- Post, World Telegram & Sun, 
Journal American- and 4 cons- Times, Herald Tribune, 
News, Mirror- filed on new drama by Louis Lippa based 
on Leonid Andreyev's short story 'The Seven That Were 
Hanged" presented by Mordecai Siegal, Connie Simon- 
Albert French Restuarant, directed by Joseph Beruh with 
Abigal Kellog, Alan Ansara, Donald Gantry, Ruth Kaner, 
Affirmative afternoon reviewers praised well acted, dir- 
ected and produced adaptation, while negative morning 
reviewers okayed some of the performances but thought 
script shallow. Watts, Post, praised faithful adaptation, 
interesting production, well staged and mostly well acted, 
Aston, WTS, raved for rouser production, acted with ex- 
traordinary pungency, played with understanding and skill, 
directed with keen ear and eye for theatricals, McClain, 
Journal American, recommended small, thoughtful Off 
Broadway evening, interesting, often moving with excell- 
ent players, writing consistently intelligent with some 
static moments that can easily be exused, Dissenter 
majority lead by Taubman, Times, approved of its com- 
mendable theatrical details but doubted if they make up for 
the hollowness of the play with only scattered touching 
moments, Morgenstern, Herald Tribune, felt cast tried 
hard to overcome sparsity of eloquence in script, Davis, 
News, listed it as an unsatisfactory play because the char- 
acters were stereotyped and of a pattern, Coleman, Mir- 
ror, panned sketchy, pretentiou, talky script which seem- 
ed to bring some laughter in the wrong places, He per- 
sonally would have rather been across the street view- 
ing again Leave It to Jane. 


Smiling the Boy Fell Dead- Cherry Lane ( 38 
Commerce ° con- Times, Herald Tribune, News, 
Mirror, Post, World Telegram & Sun- filed on new mus- 
ical with book by Ira Wallach, music by David Baker, 
lyrics by Sheldon Harnick, presented by Ted Mann-George 
Kogel with Claiborne Cary, Phil Leeds, Daniel Meehan, 
No director's credit was listed, Word Baker left product- 
ion previous week in disagreement with producers, Book's 
failure to be as humorous as original idea of poking fun at 
a Horatio Alger type hero was reason most vetoed it, Sev- 
eral complimented lyrics and cast, while music was gen- 
erally termed workmanlike, Taubman, Times, thought 
result was more tedium than pleasure, with the lyrics the 
brightest element, but jokes rarely funny and characters 
ponderous instead of fun, Kerr, Herald Tribune, analyzed 
that show sometimes kids what it is doing and sometimes 
does what it is kidding, half in, half out; with the book 
writer muffing his opportunities, Davis, News, liked sev- 
eral first rate songs but panned book as an unimaginative 
boy and girl story hung on a string of 1910 jokes, Coleman, 
Mirror, reported many of first nighters laughed at book 
which he found like the libretto for a pretty good varsity 
show. He did okay pleasant sprightly score and enthus- 
iastic cast but was personally disappointed, Watts, Post, 
found pleasures all too intermittent with too much that 
proves ineffectual. Post man tabbed Leeds life-giving 
force to production, Aston, WTS, believes book failed 
in attempt to satirize the Alger stories, 


Portrait of the Artist as Filipino- Judson Hall 
(165 w5 con- Aston, World Telegram & Sun - 
filed on first production of a full length play by a Fili- 
pino in English in NY, Nick Joaquin writes smoothly at 
times gracefully, seldom dramatically commented WTS 
reviewer on week-end production sponsored by Filipino 
Students Catholic Assn and Patria Fillipina, 


DEPARTMENT 


CHICKEN PRODUCERS,,.. Producers who want to cut roy- 
alties of playwrights are shooting at the wrong 
target, comments News editorial, Paper feels 
that the play is the thing, and the word for the 
producers is " chicken,"' Editorial asks if it 
really keep theatre economy sound by paying 
zillion dollar salaries to 'name'' actors or war- 
blers who can't actually act or sing, but who can 
maybe wiggle? And have our good but not noti- 
ceably courageous producers ever thought of 
really protesting the presence of featherbedding 
stagehands, musicians, electricians and such on 
their payrolls? 


COLUMN TIPS...$75, 000 investment by Anna Maria Al- 
berghetti in Carnival ! confirmed by actress 
and denied by David Merrick, both in same col- 
umn of Wilson, Post... Wasn't that Jason Robards, 
Jr and Hume Cronyn slugging it out after their 
show, asks Winchell, Mirror. 


'TONY' VIEWS... Dowdily dress stage actresses panned 
by O'Brian, Journal American, and Sobol, Jour- 
nal American, for their appearance at American 
Theatre Wing dinner-dance,.,,. Lyons, Post, feels 
it is doubtful if the 300 who bought $10 member- 
ships to the Wing, entitling them to vote in the 
"Tony" Awards, saw all the eligible plays and 
players. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,,. Broadway theatre is far from 
being in the best of health, but some of the pess-- 
imism about it is growing excessive, notes Watts, 
Post...What NY World's Fair needs is to have 
Billy Rose and David Merrick placed in charge, 
suggests Sobol, Journal American.,. Edward Al- 
bee bill at York establishes him as the freshest 
and firmest young talent writing for the stage, 
sums Lerner, Post. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX.,..Not allowing seating of late comers 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Carnival ! is an inspired, magical musical fan - 
tasy perfect in every department and detail. The over all 
theatrical conception of the modern fairy tale is carried 
out with utmost good taste and ingenuity by its talented 
creators and charming cast. Book, lyrics, music blend 
as neatly as the ever changing midway scenes switching 
from story, song, dance, puppets, magic, circus with com- 
plete ease, Puppet sequences are among the most de- 
lightful seen in any medium and help make the warm, en- 
chanting show even more endearing, 


Show Boat is a pleasant revival of the classic 
American musical with the emphasis more on singers 
than actors, The Kern-Hammerstein songs are done 
beautiful by cast and orchestra and insure the evening's 
success, Several of the roles are acted rather poorly, 
while the dancing seems to have little to do with the 
Ferber story, New sets and costumes reqently acquire 
by City Center are handsome and will make a fine addit- 
ion to the group's repertory programs in the future, 


* * 


Gallows Humor is a bright, sprightly, clever 
avant-garde pair of playlets with three outstanding Off 
Broadway portrayals in the double roles by Julie Bov- 
asso, Vincent Gardenia, Gerald Hiken, If the frontal, 
friendly attack on the routine existence of 20th century 
man offers little new, the dialogue is always entertain- 
ing and more often than not very funny, Only possible 
complaint at these professional twin-bills provided by 
Theatre 1961 is that they do provide a very short Off 
Broadway evening, A triple bill would more readily fill 
out the evening and make the audience feel they are get- 
ting their money's worth, 


* 


The Seven at Dawn is a beautifully acted, always 
interesting adaptation of the Russian short story. An ambit- 


until a recognizable break in the performance might 
help instill some discipline, enchance the enjoyment 
of the rest of the audience, pay due respect to author 
and artists, urges Times reader.,..Rejection of the 
Lincoln Center theatre bills applauded by a Herald 
Tribune reader who does not think theatre can afford 
to support a monopoly of subsidized showcases, 


ious project of a Young American author trying to equal 
Tolstoi in scope and mood, it is very successful, Except 
for a few lines of out-of-character dialogue and several 
bits of over-acting it is otherwise excellent. Moving very 
slowly in the first act it develops the seven doomed char- 
acters with diverse degrees of depth, But in the short time 
available manages to make each individual, important and 
vital, Ensemble acting in the small area is aided by clever 


ERVIE - f 
INTERVIEW HI-LITE Bernard Frechtman, translator o 


Jean Genet's The Balcony and The Blacks detailed 
that Genet professes no interest whatsoever in the 
American productions of his work, Frechtman told 
Little,Herald Tribune. French playwright takes 
the position that it is no longer entirely his work 
when it is translated, But he does maintain a very 
exacting position on the French productions of his 
plays, not allowing a line to be changed, Frecht - 
man has been attending daily rehearsals of the NY 
production of The Blacks with an all Negro cast 
directed by Gene Frankel, 


* * 


The start of the annual theatre award season 
brought a marked degree of dramatic violence to various 
discussions that would be unusual in any season, Before 
open warfare is declared between Producers vs, Play- 
wrights and/or Producers vs, Critics, it might be wise 
for all concerned to remember that they are in the same 
business, A slugfest might make nice headlines, but it 
will sell few tickets, The left-over suggestion from last 
season's Equity- League of NY Theatre battle that some 
kind of a theatre czar be appointed to settle intramural 
debates might well be considered now, 


THEATRE RECORD COMMENTS...'"Broadway's Best" 
two disc set ( Columbia ) recommended as an 
attractive skimming of the surface of a number 
of post-war hits Columbia made original cast 


albums for, by Watt, News. ’ 4 


OUTER 


BROADWAY 


THEATRE 


LETTER 


College Theatre 


New playhouse of City 
College of San Francisco opens 
with Ah Wilderness playing week- 
ends to May 6, Michael J Griffin 
director, Theatre features Izen- 
our sychronous winch system for 
flying scenery and an original 
Diego Rivera mural 53 x 27 feet. 


Theatre ALa Carte pro- 
gram of four one act plays to be 
presented Apr 23-May 6 by NYU 
Dramatic Society, 'Remember" 
by Charles Creasap, "The Girl 
and the Unicorn" by Peter La 
Farge, 'Run Teacher Run" by 
Thomas Sankey and "Overtones" 
by Alice Gerstenberg. Lee Paves 
directs cast of students and Equity 
actors, 


Institute of Creative and 
Performing Arts, Adelphi College, 
Garden City, NY to present six 
week workshop of five productions 
with four professional actors in 
residence and student casts start- 
ing Jul 6. 


ANTA 


John Carridine to be guest 
star in student production of Pacfic 
Lutheran College, Tacoma, Wash 
May 2-6, arranged by ANTA Guest 
Artist program, 


Community Theatre 


Canton, Ohio, Players Guild 
to present Sister Was a Sport, a 
new play by John Josef Wolf Apr 18- 
May 6, 


Spring Repertory 


Belvedere with Hans Con- 
1ed due Apr 29 at Drury Lane , 
chicago. Followed by Heaven Can 
it with Hugh O'Brian May 16... 
am the Creator new musical by 
Ray Boyle and Sam Lawent featur- 
ing David Hooks Apr 25-May 14, 


Award Dept 


The Iceman Cometh essay 
contest of WNTA Play of the Week 
$500 first prize won by Alvin P. 
Dobsevage, Columbia Univ. 


Summer Playhouses 


Straight Wharf Playhouse, 
Nantucket, Mass to present season 
of stock by Institute for Advanced 
Studies in the Theatre Arts, NYC, 
Dr John Mitchell producer Jul 3 - 
Aug 26...Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Penn opens extended sea- 
son Apr 29 with The Pleasure of 
His Company with Constance Car- 
penter... Grist Mill Playhouse, An- 
dover, NJ to be operated by Norman 
Maibaum, Susan Roy, Thor Arngrim 
Jun 30-Sept 19. Tryouts to include 
Maibaum's Free as a Bird and 
The Interpreter by Eric Rudd, .. 
Material for next revue at Chicago 
Happy Medium to be tested this 
summer at Green Mansions, Warr- 
ensburg, NY, 


Turn on the Night a new 
play by Jerome Lawrence and Ro- 
bert E Lee to debut Aug 7 at Play- 
house in the Park, Philadelphia... 
West Side Story with Carla Alber- 
ghetti and Larry Kert opens new 
Circle Arts Theatre, San Diego , 
May 2% Alan Light producer ... 
Jack Washburn to be featured in 
Paradise Island, Jones Beach, 


Vancouver Festival 


Bousille and the Just 
English adaptation of French — 
Canadian hit to be presented 
by Le Comedie Canadienne at 
Vancouver, British Columbia , 
Festival with French-Canadian 
cast repeating their roles in 
English, 


Road Shows 


National Repertory Theatre 
formed by National Phoenix Theatre 
and Columbia Artists Management, 
First tour next season will star Eva 
Le Gallienne portraying Queen Eliz- 
abeth in both Schiller's Mary Stuart 
and Maxwell Anderson's Elizabeth 


the Queen ,both directed by Jack 
Sydow. 


Show Tours 


Univ of Wisconsin Exten- 
sion, Madison, planning European 
theatre and musical festival tour. 
$1795 complete for 6 week trip 
starting from NY Jul 4, lead by 
Ronald E Mitchell, Univ of Wisc . 
«e-Mr Foster Travel Service, San 
Francisco, has 32 day "Show Time" 
tour of NY and Europe for $1427 
starting Jun 13 from west coast 


Paris 


An Irkutsk Story a new 
Soviet play by Alekset N Arbuzov 
presented by Vakhtangov Theatre, 
Moscow, at Paris Theatre Festival, 
Group also will present The Idiot. 
Twin bill of Edward Albee plays 
The Zoo Story and The Death of 
Bessie Smith to be presented in 
fall by Julian Claman, 


London 


Mourning Becomes Electra 
to be done at Old Vic in Nov, staged 
by Morton Da Costa, 


US Repertory 


Theatre Guild- American 
Repertory Company troupe lauded 
after three day stand at Vienna 's 
Burgtheatre, 


Latin America 


Jean Louis Barrault-Mad 
eleine Renaud Company tour this 
spring to feature Rhinoceros ... 
Barry Yellin, 24 producer -presi- 
dent of Theatre Development Cor- 
poration, San Juan,is an able and 
energetic young man who does not 
give up or in, comments Atkinson, 
Times, 


Edinburgh Festival 


Theatre presentations at 
this summer's Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Festival are--Sappho, British Old 
Vic production of Laurence Durrell 
play Aug 21-26... Le Misanthrope 
and Achard's Jean de La Lune by 
Theatre du Vieux Colombier Aug 
28-Sept August for the People 
a new play by Nigel Dennis present- 
ed by English Stage Co Sept 4- 9. 


Tryout Calendar 


Donnybrook! - Shubert- 


Philadelphia 4717, 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week,"' CD" 
subscribers are invited 

to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 


G 
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